
What s on the Ballot?  

Proposition 112 

Proposition 112 is backed by extreme out-of-state groups and increases energy setbacks to five times the 
distance of what is currently required, which effectively bans oil and natural gas development in Colorado, 
costing tens of thousands of jobs, hundreds of millions in tax revenue, and devastating large segments of our 
economy. 

According to a study released by the Common Sense Policy Roundtable (CSPR) and the REMI partnership, 
Proposition 112 would eliminate over $26 billion annually in state GDP, more than $1 billion in tax revenue, 
and as many as 147,800 jobs by 2030. In fact, 77% of all jobs lost would be outside of the oil and natural gas 
industry including health care, retail, construction, real estate, hotel and food services. 

This latest study also reinforces a recent analysis conducted by the Colorado Oil and Gas  Conservation 
Commission (COGCC) showing that Proposition 112 would put 85% of the state off limits to new oil and 
natural gas development. Learn more about the study: commonsensepolicyroundtable.org/oil-gas-setback-
study 

What are Colorado’s Current Regulations? 

For almost a decade, Colorado state officials, environmental groups, community leaders and the energy 
industry worked together to achieve Colorado’s existing regulatory balance and improve our state’s oil and 
natural gas regulations so that they are some of the strictest regulations in the nation. 

Our state’s strong energy regulations require companies to work with local governments when planning oil 
and natural gas development and in the last nine years, the state has had fourteen rulemakings to ensure the 
safety of the public and the environment. 

· Current setback distances at 500 and 1,000 feet keep the environment and communities surrounding 
oil and natural gas development sites safe, while fostering economic prosperity in Colorado 

· Colorado was the first state to require water sampling before and after drilling to ensure our water 
remains safe (Source: COGCC approves sweeping new setback rules, COGCC press releases, 1/9/13) 

· In the last few years, 26 studies – including one from Colorado State University – have found that 
fracking doesn’t contaminate groundwater (Source: All studies listed here) 

· Colorado was the first state in the nation to pass methane regulations requiring the capture of air 
pollutants released during oil and natural gas operations (Source: Colorado Becomes First State To 
Restrict Methane Emissions, NPR, 2/25/2014) 

· Colorado’s regulations are more protective than federal methane rules issued by the EPA. Cutting-edge 
technology and strict regulations have cut leakage rates by 75% in Colorado, according to Climate 
Wire (Source: Colorado’s Successful Methane Emissions Program is a Gas to Congress, Newsweek, 
2/8/17) 

· Colorado rules require that 95% of pollutants from oil and natural gas operations are captured, which 
decreases methane emissions by over 60,000 tons (Source: Colorado First State to Limit Methane 
Pollution from Oil and Gas Wells, E&E News, 2/25/14) 

Click here to learn more about the impacts of a reckless 2,500-foot setback. 


